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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

One name is on the minds of  
many this theatrical season – 

Stephen Sondheim. 
The man behind great Broadway 

shows such as “Sunday In the Park with 
George,” “Company,” “Sweeny Todd” 
and a score of  others to his credit, has 
been widely talked about for months. 

Whenever a new production of  a 
Sondheim show is mounted, it creates 
a certain amount of  buzz. His music is 
legendary. His lyrics, divine.  Every show 
he creates has that quality about it that is 
instantly fantastic, yet indefinable. 

Thus, when I heard the MTSU 
School of  Music Opera Workshop and 
Department of  Speech and Theatre were 
doing “Into the Woods,” I squealed with 
unabashed happiness. 

“Into The Woods,” as any musical 
theater junkie or student will tell you, is a 
show everyone can connect to. Timeless 
fairytales paired with the music and lyrics 
of  Sondheim make his 1988 Tony award 
winner his most accessible show to date. 

It’s too bad the 81-year-old 
composer/lyricist was not in Thursday’s 
opening night audience. He would have 
been impressed. 

I will admit, I was very nervous 
upon my first viewing of  “Once Upon 
a Time.” The iconic storybook phrase 
and the following musical chord opens 
the show. Everyone is committed at that 
point. It’s that “break a leg” moment. 

The three fairy tale sketches— 
Cinderella, the lad Jack and Baker and his 
Wife— are introduced in an extended 
prologue as we meet the entire ensemble. 

Everyone counts in this show. If  any 
of  the elements were to be eliminated, 
the fairytale quality would be lost. 

During the Prologue, we’re also 
introduced to the central character, The 
Witch, (Alexandra McNamara) a role 
Bernadette Peters played brilliantly on 
Broadway. Peters was so perfect in the 
original Broadway production. Many have 
tried emulating her styling and performance. 
I was hoping for something more original. 

Unfortunately, I felt as if  I was 
watching Peters through Ms. McNamara on 
stage. Credit is due, though. McNamara’s 
stage presence is undeniably spot on. Her 
portrayal of  the Witch is wonderful, but it’s 
as if  she’s trying to channel someone else, 
and it doesn’t quite work. 

Duly impressive are The Baker 
(Justin Bourdet) and his wife (Brandee 
Kent) whose stage presence and warmth 
on stage is palpable.  Their first act duet, 
“It Takes Two,” is a show highlight. 

Jack (Matt Hunter) is funny and 
draws the audience into his heart as 
he fawns over his cow, Milky White.  
Hunter’s two solos “I Guess This is 
Goodbye” and “Giants In the Sky” are a 
pleasure to hear. 

Sondheim enjoys a bit of  humor, 
and the roles of  the two Princes (Philip 
Boston and Drew Jenkins) add just the 
right amount of  vanity and camp as they 
both sing “Agony” in the first and second 
acts. The audience loved it, probably 
as much as they enjoyed looking at two 
princes on stage. 

Despite some minor carps— vocal 
diction/projection and faulty sound— 
all in all, MTSU should be praised for 
mounting a Sondheim show. It’s easy to 
tell that the cast members loved what they 

were doing, and the audience gave the 
same energy back. I even heard people 
humming as they were leaving the theater. 
I love that. If  people leave singing and 
humming the tunes – that’s a good sign. 

“Art Isn’t Easy,” as Sondheim once 
wrote. He is right – it’s not. But it’s the 
challenge and the thrill of  discovery that 
makes it worthwhile. 

To directors David and Kristi 
Shamburger, I give a rousing ovation. 
There is nothing more telling than how 
a production is directed. Their time 
and dedication are paramount, and I 
thank them wholeheartedly for such a 
wonderful experience. 

I truly wouldn’t mind going “Into 
the Woods,” every evening.  

Students cast magic spell on stage By Christopher Kingsley 
Staff Writer

(Top left) Alexandra McNamara (witch), senior; (Top right) Charley Talley (Cinderella) senior,
vocal performance and music industry; (ugly step sister I) Kayla Allsop (Florinda) sophomore,
vocal performance; (ugly step sister II) Kayla Holt (Lucinda) sophomore, vocal performance;
(Bottom) (left) Philip Boston (Rapunzel’s Prince) freshman, vocal performance; (right) Drew
Jenkins (Cinderella’s Prince) sophomore, music education and vocal performance.
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Are Angelina and Brad
having another child?
Angelina has a tattoo of
lines that represent the
birthplaces of all of her
children. Recently though,
a seventh line was added,
sending people into a frenzy
of wonder. The actress is
currently helping Libyan
refugees, and many thought
she had adopted a child from
there. Others thought the
picture of the tattoo, which
was very grainy and hard to
see, showed the coordinates
for Algeria.

Apparently, the
coordinates aren't for any
children, though. A source
close to the couple says the
seventh line represents the
birthplace of Brad Pitt.

This seems a little odd
to me. I obviously don't
know the actress personally
but I think if she wanted
to dedicate a tattoo to the
father of her children, she
might want something
more individualized. All
I'm saying is that I wont be
surprised.at all if the new
tattoo is for a new child
the couple is trying to
keep secret.

Twilight Break Up?
Word on the street this

week is that "Twilight
Saga" power-couple Robert
Pattinson and Kristen
Stewart are taking a break.
It's said that their hectic
work schedules keep them
from seeing each other as
often as they'd like.

Call me a non-believer,
or maybe just call me in
denial, but I never really
believe these two were
actually dating. I've always
thought they "dated" to
promote the "Twilight
Saga." "Breaking Dawn Part
1" doesn't hit theaters until
November. Maybe that's

why they haven't been seen
together recently.

Held against her
The video for Britney

Spears' second single, "Till
the World Ends," premiered
yesterday, and one thing was
on everyone's mind: Britney
just cant dance like she used
to. Before every new video,
Britney fans seem to think,:
'This is going to be the one!
This will be the dancing
video, old Britneyis coming
back with this one.' It never
happens and we all get a
little disappointed.

I think everyone needs to
realize that Britney has two
kids, two knee surgeries, is
turning 30 this year and has
already been to crazytown
and back. This is pretty
much as good as it's going
to get.

Snooki's Speech
Nicole Polizzi, a.k.a.

Snooki, from "Jersey Shore"
was recently paid $32,000 to
speak at Rutgers University.

Yes, I know what you're
thinking. I'm thinking the
same thing.

Not only that, but she
was paid more than Toni
Morrison, a Nobel Prize-
winning author, who
was paid to deliver the
university's commencement
last May. Rutgers University
used the mandatory student
activity fees to pay the "star."
As a student I'm a little
peeved that a school would
so this.
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The cast of "RENT" strikes a pose March 30 for the opening performance at TuckerTheatre.

'RENT': A musical triumph for students
Jonathan Larson would have been pleased as punch if he

had been in Wednesday night's opening night audience.
Granted it wasn't a "standing room only" opening, being
a weeknight, but the orchestra-level seats were filled with
many supporters.

"RENT," the timeless story of love, loss and the ravages
of AIDS is filled with great songs and dialogue. The
masterpiece that took home the coveted 1996 Best Musical
Tony Award and the Pulitzer Prize seemed right at home
inside The Tucker Theatre.

It is a masterpiece, effectively delivered by the talented
theater department.

A modern rock opera and fresh take on Giacomo
Puccini's operatic masterpiece

"La bohbme," produced a deserving response from the
crowd. However, I can guarantee you that 90 percent of the
audience knew nothing of Puccini, or even the reference
to Musetta's waltz in the crowd. If you place a great show
in front of a discriminatory audience of college students,
they're bound to respond.

They did.
The grittiness of Scott Boyd's urban set design, Margaret

May's clever costuming, Richard Browder's energetic
choreography and the wonderful direction of Deborah
Anderson are to be to praised and highly commended.

Similarly, the cast and ensemble roundly deserved the
standing ovation they were duly given Wednesday night.

Both Jon D. Bumpus and Ian Hunt are excellent as the
two male leads, Mark Cohen and Roger Davis, respectively.
I must shout Bravo to them both for carrying the show
so well.

Z Lewis is a revelation as Mimi Marquez. She's not only
physically beautiful, but she has an amazing voice and a
stage presence all her own. This being her theatrical debut,
she certainly did very well. This girl deserves undivided
attention during "Out Tonight."

Graham Shelton brought the house down with his
uncanny, humorous and loving portrayal ofAngel Dumott
Schunard. Who knew that drag queens could make people

laugh and cry? Look for sass and pizzazz in "Today for
You," "Santa Fe," and unmistakable warmth and love in
"I'll Cover You." His costumes were excellent as well.

Playing Angel's love interest, Tom Collins, Shawn A.
Lewis is.simply superb, and his voice equally magnificent.
Lewis's gut wrenching solo on "I'll Cover You" in Act 2 will
move you to tears, if it doesn't then you don't have a soul.

I have to hand it to Alexandra McNamara, whose turn
as Maureen Johnson is spot on and divine. "Over the
Moon" was one of the big highlights of Act 1. Thank you
for making the audience laugh with "Moo."

"RENT" is a show not to be missed by anyone. I truly
enjoyed opening night, and I do wish that MTSU's
production could have an open run. The men and women
who spent weeks working on this production deserve to
play sold-out houses for a good while.

MTSU's production of "RENT" runs until April 9.
You have no day but today to see "RENT," and I truly

hope you do, regardless if you can pay this year's or even
last year's rent.

Photo by Bailey Ingram, photo editor

Alexandra McNamara (playing Maureen Johnson)
and Jennifer White (playing Joanne Jefferson) dazzles
audiences with their voices in the musical "RENT."

Graduate Early!
And start your career or graduate school faster.

Catch Up!
Take summer classes to get back on track.

Get Ahead!
Complete prerequisites for your major or for graduate'
school.

Learn Online!
Take online classes and earn credi whreever you are.

Enjoy Flexibility!
Classes are offered in a variety of time frames...
morning, afternoon, and evening. -

Summer 2011 Session Dates "'
* Full Term 1 (13 weeks): May 16 -August 12
* May Term S1 (3 weeks):May 16-June 4
* June Term S2 (5 weeks): June 6 - July 8
* July Term S3 (5 weeks): July 11 - August 12
* June/July Term S4 (10 weeks): June 6 -August 12
* RODP Term R (10 weeks): June 6 -August 12

Don't Wait...Register Today!
If you have any questions or just want to talk about summer
possibilities, please feel free to contact us.
Web: www.mtsu.edu/summer
Email: summer@mtsu.edu
Voice: 615-898-5783

MTSU, a Tennessee Board of Regents university, is an equal opportunity, nonracially identifiable,
educational institution that does not discriminate against individuals with disabilities.

MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY

SIDELINES
is looking for the next editor-in-chief.

un violence sparks multiple inquiries
Suspect awaiting
March court date

For the Summer of '11 or Fall and Spring semesters of '11 MTSU
Sidelines is seeking an editor-in chief and additional staff.

Candidates for the positions must currently be enrolled, and have a
good academic standing with a 2.5 GPA or higher.

To apply, complete a Sidelines Editor application and attach a
resume, cover letter, three letters of reference and at leas three

bylined clips. Deliver the application to:
Leon Alligood Comm 232C

Editor selection interviews will be held April 15, 2011.

Applications are available in the Sidelines office, Mass
Communication Building, Room 269.

: ' he 3it o

Managing Editor

Production Manager

Online Editor

News Editor

Features Editor

A&E Editor

Sports Editor

Opinions Editor

DEADLINE:
Friday, April 8, 2011 at 4:00 p.m.
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News Feature 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                             Contact: Christopher Kingsley 

April 14, 2015                                     (615) 556-8349 | mtsu.englishmajor@gmail.com 

News Feature 

Going to Mars, a risky prospect 

Vanderbilt University is alive with activity. Students are milling about the campus while medical students 
with lab coats and clipboards fill seats inside the auditorium. The university’s Light Hall is nearly filled to 
capacity for what promises to be an impressive presentation. Roy L. DeHart, famed for his research in 
aerospace and occupational medicine, is about to give one of the most anticipated announcements of his 
career: will NASA go to Mars? 

Long-duration space flight is a massive undertaking and understanding the effects of space exploration on 
the human body has taken nearly two decades to understand. NASA first talked about a manned mission to 
Mars in 1997. One of the top physicians brought onboard the medical research team, Dr. Roy L. DeHart. 

With a glittering 23-year career in the Air Force after retiring in 1983 following a stint as commander of 
Fort Brooks Hospital, DeHart turned his considerable talent to teaching, leading the Occupational and 
Environmental Medicine Department at Oklahoma University from 1987 until Vanderbilt University 
recruited him to develop the same department for their university in 1998. 

The lynchpin in DeHart’s presentation is the research he has conducted over the course of his career after 
leaving the Air Force. In 1985 he edited The Fundamentals of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, 
considered the “bible” by professionals in the industry. After editing two subsequent editions in 1996 and 
2002, DeHart confirms why he is the best in his field and why he is ideal for this presentation, for this 
announcement. 



“This research has been wonderful to undertake, and I have always wanted to see a manned mission to 
Mars in my lifetime,” said DeHart before his presentation. He just might live to see a manned mission, and 
thanks to his research the rest of the world might see a manned mission to Mars as well. 

Impeccably dressed in a dark blue Brooks Brothers suit and a tie with illustrations of the planets, not only 
does DeHart look the part, an authority on medicine and space, his very presence exudes sharp intelligence 
and a no-nonsense attitude. Speaking with his wife, Julia, who assisted him preparing his presentation for 
this evening, 

“Roy is very excited about this presentation, and he has worked so hard on it, pouring his heart and soul 
into the research and making sure everything is perfect. He really is a perfectionist and it shows” she said, 
beaming.  

Julia, has been with him ever since they first met in the fourth grade back in 1946. I asked her why he is so 
devoted to research on aerospace medicine, “He’s always been intrigued by space, and since he was not a 
candidate to be an astronaut himself, he instead devoted his energy to making sure the astronauts were 
medically prepared for the final frontier” she said. 

Going to the moon was a feat for NASA and for man; however, going to the red planet presents its own set 
of unique challenges. 

DeHart carefully presented the facts: it would take three years to make it to Mars and back. Astronauts face 
the daunting task of staying alive during the flight. He humorously suggested that NASA needs to also look 
at the issue of food in space, “freeze-dried ice cream just will not cut it and you certainly cannot take a 
dominoes pizza with you in space” he quips to an amused audience. 

There are still kinks in the hose to be worked out; a new space vehicle called Orion is set to replace the 
much antiquated space shuttle system first introduced in 1981 and retired in 2009. 

Ending his stellar presentation, DeHart presented photographs of interstellar space taken by the famous 
Hubble Telescope, leaving his audience with this thought: “Mars is just a step away from becoming reality, 
and I am proud to have taken part in the medical research to get a new generation of space explorers into 
space.” 

OHA is a private medical and consultation company, specializing in occupational health, patient advocacy, 
site visitations, and corporate presentations on toxicology, causation and aerospace medicine. For more 
information contact OHA at 615-556-8349 or visit OccupationalHealthNashville.com 
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